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During the course of the past year Dr, A.Louglas Tushingham our Director at 
Jerusalem has submitted the following iters of information about random archaeo= 
logical discoveries in the Jordan area, 


As-Sami Village, Hebron District. 15th. November 1949, 





A’ rock=cut tomb measuring, after excavaticn, 3,20 m. from north to south and 
4,60 m, from east to west, with a maximum height in the middle of 2,50 m, The 
objects discovered are of Late Bronze and iron I periods, The surrounding distri 
is quite rocky and contains many rock-cut tombs, 


Wadi al-Badhan, Nablus District, 3rd. December, 1949. 





A Byzantine Chamber Tomb, The tomb is cut in the rock but has been artificially 
vaulted within with carefully shaped stones (soft lime-stone) laid dry. There’ 
are two openings in the east wall of the hall and another in the southern side, 
with a sarcophagus in each, The hall itself contains four sarcophagi made of 
soft lime-stone, All originally had stone lids, but most of them have been 
broken by plunderers, Two of the sarcophagi are highly deccrated with geometric- 


al designs, Objects found date from the IVth century A.D. although the tomb 
remained in use up to the VIth century, 


Al-Bireh Village, Jerusalem District, 2nd, March 1950, 





An ancient plastered pool was discovered 50 m, north of Al-Bireh Mosque, It 
measured 2,30 m, from east to west, 1,73 m. from north to south, and was 1.70 m 
deep, The walls of the pool are .300 m, thick and plastered, The pool could not 
be completely excavated at the time, but a jar was found containing a hoard of 
116 copper coins of the Ayyubid and Mamluk periods, 


Bethany, near Jerusalem, 4th April, 1950. 





’ 


. A mosaic pavement was discovered on the north side of the Jerusalem-Jericho road, 
between km,5 and 6, It consists of white tesserae 2 cms, square, with’a double 
b lack border and a pattern of triangular sup=shaped figures in white, ed and 
black, Where related walls were cleaned, tney were found to be of finely-dressed 


stone, plasteréd, The objects discovered indicate the Byzantine-Arabic trans- 
itional period, 


Al-Jib, Jerusalem District, 15th May, 1950, 





The discovery of this Iron Age Cave Tomb was reported to the Department of 
Antiquities on 14th June, 1949 but work could not be started until the following 
May, The cave measures 8,30 m,. from east to west and 7,30°m, from north to south, 
This tomb, together with five similar but plundered tombs, lies on a slope east 
of the spring, It contained large quantities of human bones and a large selectirr 





«ip 


of pottery - about 400 pieces of various forms and in varying stages of preser- 
vation, The contents were in complete confusion for the tomb had been repeated] 
used and plundered, The pottery, in the main, reflects the transition between 


Iron I and Iron II, roughly the 10th century B.C, Eight scarabs seem to confirm 
this date, 


Samaria-Sebastiya, Nablus District, 30th at, 1950. 


Statue of Anollo, The statue was discovered in an area known as Karm al-Tuteh, 
due north of the Augusteum and 1.40 m,’west of a cistern, close to the Kore ~ 
Temple, ‘The statue is of white marble, and portrays a youthful nude figure , 
standing, head inclined slightly forward, with long hair tied in a knot and 
falling in tresses 6n the shoulders, confined by a wreath. The right arm is 
broken at the elbow, The left hand is broken off at the wrist, but probably held 
a bow, Beside the figure is a tree supporting the ouiver, The statue will 
probably be published in the forthcoming Samaria-Sebaste III which will contain 
among other things a treatment of the statuary from this site, 





tAin ad-Duk Refugee Camp, Jericho, 19th November, 1950. 





A new tomb grotto of Middle Bronze II ("Hyksos") period was discovered north-west 
of Tell es-Sultan (Old Testament Jericho) in the necropolis area’which yielded 
such rich material to the British excavators under John Garstang, In addition to 
a fine collection of the beautiful ceramic ware of the period, parts of the 


wooden coffin were recovered and are now deposited in the Department of 
Antiquities in Jerusalen, 


‘Trak ar—Raml, Wadi el Badhan, Nablus District, 25th, en 1950. 


On a piece of land sloping southwards towards the Wadi el-Badhan and facing the 
flour mill was discovered a large rock-cut tomb, It consists of three parts: 
a)Hall; b)Three rock-cut chamber tombs; c) A large chamber tomb containing 15 
kokim radiating from three sides of the chamber, The pottery and glass would date 
the tomb within an extreme limit of lst. Century B.C. -lst. Century A.D. It is 


possible that the Herodian type lamps and bottles may fix the date within closer 
limits - namely 50B.C. to 50 A.D. 


landia Refugee Camp, Jerusalem Bistrict, 10 May 1951. 


A Middle Bronze II ("Hyksos') grotto tomb was discovered in this area, It is 
roughly circular measuring 3,80 m. x 3.65 m. high, and has an entrance on the 
south blocked by a large stone embedded in mud, The contents of the tomb lay upo 


the floor as a single layer deposit, In addition to the ceramic ware, two Hyksos 
s@rabs, one set in a ring, were found, 


Hawware Village, Nablus District, 6th. June 1951, 





A tomb of the early Late Bronze period was discovered in this area and has been’ 
cleared by the Department of Antiquities, The report has not yet been prepared, 


Khirbet as-Siyar, Bethlehem District, 1951. 





A license has been granted to Rev, Virgilio Corbo to excavate here on behalf of 
the Custody of the Holy Land, but so far no results have been reported, 





-3- 


Tell el-Fartah, Nablus District, 1950-51, 





The Ecole Archéologique de Jerusalem (Ecole Biblicue)is at present engaged in © 
its fourth campaign at Tell’ el-Farah under the directorship of Pere R. de Vaux. 
During the past two seasons, work has been concentrated on the tell itself, in 
the north-west corner, City walls of Early Bronze, Middle Bronze and Late Bronze- 
the latter only poorly represented at present - have been found, The wail of 
Middle Bronze was built over the great brick wall of Early Bronze and a glacis was 
added, A city gate belonging to this Middle Bronze wall,remained in continuous 
use until the Assyrian conquest, when the city appears to have been open, At the 
same time, the use of this gate in Iron I ond II is the only evidence so far that 
the Iron Age settlements before the Assyrian conquest were walled, South of the 
gate a tower or keep strengthened the wall of Middle Bronze and continued in use 
in Late Bronze, Within the city gate-in 1950 were discovered the remains of a 
large building of the Assyrian period, dated by the Assyrian pottery found in 
conjunction with it. Below this was another large building of Iron II which is 
conjectured to have beén the governor's residence when the capital of the Northern 
Kingdom was at Samaria, Below this again were remains of Iron I buildings, In 
1951 the area of extavation has been extended to the southwest and south of the 
area worked"in 1950, The stratification here seems to correspond with that ‘of the 
1950 season, There are extensive building remains of the 9th-8th centuries, It 


is expected that the preliminary report on the Third Campaign will appear very 
shortly in the Revue Biblique, 


Bethany, near Jerusalem, 





The excavation of the Christian Church north of the Jerusalem-Jericho road at 
Bethany continues, Father Saller, who is in charge of the work for the Custody 

of the Holy Land, reports that the evidence supports an original building in the 
4th century. This building however seems to have been badly demaged, probably by 
earthquake, scon after its senstruction and it was necessary to rebuild exténsive- 
ly. The mosaics of these two early churches are still quite well-preserved. 
Under the Crusaders the structure of the church was modified and re-enforced in 
order to stand the weight of the new stone roof which they a dded, 


Tulul Abu el-—tAlayia. 





Excavations on this site by the American Schools of Oriental Research, begun in 
1949, were continued in the spring of 1951, Work was wncentrated on the gently 
sloping area west of Tell I where a large building complex was unearthed, A 
preliminary report by J.B.Pritchard appeared in Bulletin 123, 








